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DETAILED ACTION 

Withdrawal of Allowable Subject Matter 

The indicated allowability of claim 2 is withdrawn in view of the newly discovered 
reference(s) to MORRIS, Jr. et al. Rejections based on the newly cited reference(s) 
follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-3,6 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(b) as being anticipated by 
US Patent #5,328,406 to MORRIS, Jr. et al. In reference to claims land 2, MORRIS, 

Jr. et al. discloses a molded gutter section including a liquid passage (16), an airflow 
passage (62,64) adjacent thereto, and a gutter wall (GW) separating the liquid (16) and 




air (62,64) passages. Regarding claim 2, the air flow passage (64) is located partially 
below the bottom wall of the gutter. In reference to claims 3 and 6, the air flow passage 
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comprises multiple linear air flow passages (62). Regarding claim 1 1 , the gutter wall 
(GW) is directly between the liquid (16) and air (64) flow passage. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent #5,328,406 to MORIS, Jr. et al. As detailed above, MORRIS, Jr. et al. discloses 
the basic claimed gutter except for explicitly detailing non-linear air flow passages. The 
applicant has shown no criticality in linear and non-linear air flow passages, and as 
such, linear airflow passages are art recognized equivalents to non-linear air flow 
passages. Thus, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to select either linear or non-linear air flow passages 
whichever is suitable for the use intended as an obvious matter of design choice. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 7-10 and 12 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yvonne M. Horton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6845. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 am - 3:00 prri. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Carl D. Friedman can be reached on (571) 272-6842. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 



system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Yvonne KOHorton 
Art UniM635 
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